Different conceptual and simulation models of soil organic matter (SOM) have been developed during the last 20 yr. Jenkinson and Rayners (1977) developed the first widely used SOM model. This model divided soil C into active, slow and passive pools that have different turnover times (1 yr, 30 yr, and 1500 yr, respectively). This conceptual framework has been used in many of the recently developed SOM models (van Veen & Paul, 1981; Parton et aI., 1987; Jenkinson, 1990). 
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